
The Insider
A quarterly publication from The Saints Prison Ministry

Spring 2023

Inside This Issue

www.saintsprisonministry.org

What do I say?What do I say?
Check out this inside
story.

- page 2

From the InsideFrom the Inside
OutOut
Artwork and letters
from men and women
behind bars.

- page 3

Florida andFlorida and
FloridaFlorida
Recent crusade up-
date.

- page 4

Inside the MindInside the Mind
of Gibbyof Gibby

- page 5

I Wish They All Ended 
Like This!
by Frank Zeidler, Jr., Executive Director

Garon’s letter, at the top 
of this page, is special. I
imagine many people
could give a reason why it
is special. It’s special 
because it represents 
another soul snatched
from the darkness of
prison and granted citizen-
ship in Heaven. It’s special

because this man gets a second chance at 
living on the outside. But the picture is bigger
than that.

To me, it is special because it is the perfect 
picture of I Corinthians 3:6: “I planted, Apollos

watered, but God gave the growth.” Garon
doesn’t specify the details of his journey to
Jesus’ loving arms, but he does clearly state
that he accepted Christ as his Savior and that
the visits of the Saints Prison Ministry were 
important to him spiritually. Since the SPM has
been visiting Eastern CI for many years, it is
impossible to say whether we planted or 
watered…but it is impossible NOT to say that
God gave the growth!

This is the fuel that keeps this ministry going.
We never know which part of the equation we
represent; we only know that we are part of
God’s method of reaching the lost behind bars.
Many times our teams head out to a prison ex-
cited about the opportunity, usually based on
the experience of past visits to said facility. But
we are all human, and there are just as many
times that our teams pull out of the parking lot

A Letter from a Grateful 
Inmate
I pray this finds you all in great health and spir-
its. As for me, I’m truly blessed and things
could not be better.

I received your birthday mail yesterday, the day
before my birthday and I wanted to let you
know how much I truly appreciate all the mail
you’ve sent me over the years. I know every
card, letter and all the reading material you
have sent is sent with lots of brotherly love!

Your team was at ECI this past summer, in a
game that I umpired third base. As with all the
other times you all came down, we had a spirit-
filled time. Over the many years I have been
here, with the exception of COVID 19, you all
were always here. I can give account for most
of them because I was a gym worker most of
the time you all came down. But now it is with
the most joyous of moods that I bring the news
of a successful parole hearing!

Through His grace and mercy, the Maryland
Parole Commission gave me an 18-month
delay release for July 2024. So after almost 20

years, I’ll be going home to my family next
year. I will be leaving ECI in the next couple of
weeks to go to minimum security and by the
end of this year, I’ll be starting work release!

I say all this to say, deciding years ago to ac-
cept Jesus as my Lord and Savior was the best
decision I ever made! The blessing I received
by getting that favorable decision was ex-
pressed by two commissioners who did my
hearing. They said it’s rare for someone with a
murder charge to get a delayed release on
their first hearing. So, I know I was not in that
room alone.

When I reach my destination, I will have your
address with me so I can write and let you
know where I am. I want to continue to hear
from you. You bless so many with all that you
do - through visiting and your message about
the goodness of God and His Son Jesus - you
give many of us the strength to push through
this mess they call prison. I will continue to
keep you in my prayers as I know you continue
to travel. Take care and God continue to make
a way for you to do all the things you do!

Your Brother In Christ, 
Garon A., Eastern CI, Maryland

continued on page 2
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The Inside Story
What Do I Say?
by Kirk Smith, FFBC Church-Crusade Coach

Wakulla Correctional Institution is a Faith and Character
Based Facility in the Florida Panhandle. Faith and Char-
acter Based (FCB) is not shorthand for Christian; but it
does represent a culture set apart from the standard
prison environment. An FCB facility has extensive Chap-
laincy and Individual Betterment programs, and being as-
signed to one of these prisons is considered a privilege by
most inmates.

In Wakulla CI, one group of the population is housed in
the Protective Management Group. This segment of the
population is made up of inmates that might not be safe if
housed in the general population. While it does not apply
to all, it is safe to say that a large portion of the PM Group
in this prison is transgender. This is the group that God
chose to use to work on my heart during this crusade.

I had pulled a hamstring in the previous game, so when it
came time to face this unit I was not going to be on the
field. Normally, that is just fine; I love spending time talk-
ing with men on the bleachers. But I was not looking for-
ward to this game or spending time on the sidelines with
this group. To be honest, I find it hard to even talk to them
in general.

Assistant Warden Comerford is a special lady. She is a
Christian woman who has the ability to meet these in-
mates where they are - without judgment or disdain. After
the previous game, while we waited for the PM Group to
come out to the yard, I spent almost an hour talking with
Ms. Comerford and she tried to help me understand how

to reach them. I realized I needed a head adjustment; I
can’t understand them, and I have nothing to say to them.
But God has put me in this yard with them, so He must
have something in store for us.

As the game ended, Ms. Comerford called me over and
said, “Here’s your chance.” We turned the corner and be-
hind the building she introduced me to Joshua. Joshua
looked right at me and said “I love God. I don’t want to
disappoint Him, but I know I am.” While the rest of the
population went inside, Joshua remained behind, and we
spoke for 30 minutes. Actually, Joshua spent 30 minutes
talking with the Holy Spirit because things came out of my
mouth I didn’t recognize. This had to be God speaking
through me to reach Joshua.

Before we parted ways, Joshua stated that he was not
going to continue on the path to gender transformation.
He is “stuck” between being a man and a woman, yet he
believes the best way he can honor God is to acknowl-
edge his behavior is sinful and stop the process. Joshua
is scared - there is no portion of the population that is
going to be happy with this decision. His faith will be
tested, as will his resolve.

I’m not the same man that walked into Wakulla CI that
day. I won’t pretend I have the answers to this current
challenge facing the church, or society in general. I don’t
know that I have figured it all out in my own head. But I do
know this - the Lord knew I was going to pull a hamstring,
He knew where I would be when it happened, He put Ms.
Comerford in my path, and He made sure Joshua was in
that yard for me to meet. I thought I needed a head ad-
justment - God provided a heart adjustment!

less than enthused. It might be pouring rain when a softball
team hits the road - but we go anyway because know who
controls the weather. Our basketball team might be travel-
ing to a youth facility, knowing there is no competition and
the crowd will be very small, but we go anyway because the
game is less important than the message. The Saints
Prison Ministry is committed to answering every invitation
we receive and this letter from Garon is why. We do not
know how God might use the team on any given day - but
we know He opened the door and only asks us to walk
through it!

No doubt, the missionary-athletes on the front lines derive
great joy from personally leading a man or woman to Jesus.
I am equally certain that our supporters are encouraged by
the stories those MAs bring back from the mission field. But
what really keeps every one of them engaged, week after
week and year after year, is the assurance that no trip is
ever wasted, no prayer is ever futile, and no Gospel mes-
sage falls on deaf ears. God has promised, through the
words of the Apostle Paul, that every trip, prayer, or mes-
sage is a part of His plan to call inmates to Himself - and we
are all privileged to be a part of it!

Garon has a home plan, and I am very glad he wrote to tell
us about it. He was writing to encourage us to continue trav-
eling and sharing God’s love, but to my ears he was writing
to remind us that the promise of I Corinthians 3:6 continues
to make this engine run!

I Wish They All Ended 
Like This!
continued from page 1
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FFROMROM THETHE IINSIDENSIDE OOUTUT
Correspondence from behind the wallsCorrespondence from behind the walls

Artist UnknownArtist Unknown

First, I want to say I pray you are all well. And then, thank
you for never forgetting my birthday, December 25. As you
can imagine, that is a very difficult time of year for most of
the incarcerated and I’m not exception. Having put God first
in my life, I usually let my own birthday pass without saying
a word in an attempt of denying myself while giving all the
glory to God and the birth of Jesus Christ. But because of
God’s grace, family and fellow Christians remind me that I
too am worthy. It’s been a very long journey but the end of
my incarceration will be January 2023. I am leaving with a
new life and unlimited possibilities. God has taught me who
I am and who he made me to be. Thanks to Him, I was able
to complete my Associates Degree in business manage-
ment with a 3.957 GPA. After 32 years of no education, hav-
ing dropped out of 10th grade, this alone is a testimony of
“all things possible with God.” God turned my 17 year sen-
tence into a life changing blessing, transforming something
bad into something good. I’m being released to Georgia
where my family’s love and support awaits. Finding a good
supportive church is in the top five of my need to do list. I
welcome all prayers in making this transition. 

- James C., Queensboro CF, Long Island, NY

Just a line to say thank you for your service to our Lord and
a donation for all you do in Jesus’ name. I speak for all pris-
oners in saying how much we are grateful for what you
have done and will do in prisons. God bless your ministry. 

- Craig H. 
*Editors note: Craig sent a $100 donation along with this
note.

Thank you so much for the birthday wishes. It is always a
blessing to know that each year I hear from you. I miss the
days that your ministry was able to come here. And I find it
truly amazing that a simple but heartfelt birthday wish can
mean so much. Thank you for all the many years you all
have been in my life. 

- Christopher, Lee CI, Bishopville, SC

It’s amazing how you guys are always right on time with the
birthday card. Thank you very much and may God bless
you all. In the midst of so much cultural diversity, etc. I want
you all to stand firm and be proud that we serve the one
and only living God and to thank him three times a day, like
Daniel, for the opportunity to serve and testify to His love,
grace and mercy. 

- Frank R., Hays SP, Trion, GA
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Florida and Florida
In a six-day period, from February 28 through March 5, the
Church-Crusade Partnership was in high gear.

Fayetteville First Baptist Church (GA) visited four different
Florida prisons, leading to eight opportunities to preach the
Gospel. Over five days, 524 men came out to watch our
games and almost all of them stayed to hear Christian ath-
letes share their testimony and the Word preached boldly.
The team distributed 571 Gospels of John and were privi-
leged to see 37 incarcerated men make a profession of faith
in Jesus Christ!

At the same time, a team of missionary-athletes - called by
the Lord from churches in the Cape-Atlantic area of New
Jersey - was visiting Central Florida. They were hosted by
four different prisons over four days, resulting in six Gospel
presentations. 381 inmates came out to witness the action
on the field. Of the 252 who stayed and listened attentively

to the message of God’s love and redemptive, atoning
work, 28 of them made the decision to follow Christ! This
team handed out 715 Gospels of John - which means the
Holy Spirit has plenty of ammunition to work with after our
voices have faded!

Six days, two crusades, 26 willing servants... and 65 new
names in the Lamb’s Book of Life. What a way to say good-
bye to winter!

These groups have conducted multiple crusades 
between them, and I am certain that any one of these
missionary-athletes would tell you it has been an 
eye-opening, life-changing experience. If your church
participates in short-term missions trips, perhaps there
is a partnership in the making. Share these stories with
your church leadership and we may be talking about
the results the athletes in your church see first-hand!
Contact the ministry at:
crusades@saintsprisonministry.org.
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Inside the Mind of Gibby

Placed on the Injured List,
Retroactive to 1997
By Tom Gibson, IL Saints Softball Coach

Well, we are coming up on another Opening Day for our
Saints softball teams. There is fresh excitement in the air.
New softballs have been packed. Literature is neatly
stacked in the literature bag. And everyone looks good
wearing the Saints jerseys for the first time this year. But
there is one problem. That elbow that our best outfielder
said felt like spaghetti at the end of August is still hurting.
That knee that made our shortstop look like he was play-
ing hopscotch when he was running last year flared up as
he shoveled snow in December. And those hamstrings
that were pulled during the October crusade still feel as
tight as piano wires.

Yes indeed, if you are a veteran Saints Prison
Ministry missionary-athlete, you are bringing
more with you than your charm and wit - you
are also bringing your collection of sports in-
juries! There isn’t much time so let’s get to
work on the treatments.

Torn Meniscus

I had one missionary-athlete tell me that he
had a torn meniscus and he was uncertain
about how he would play the outfield this sea-
son. Instead of asking how he was feeling or
what his recovery time was, I instantly started
laughing at him. All of us who have done this
for a while have a torn meniscus. If you don’t
know what a meniscus is, then good news! That means
you haven’t hurt it yet! The key for handling this injury is
to act like you are too cool to run hard while you are des-
perately crying on the inside.

Treatment Options

- Under 40 - walk it off

- Over 40 - two Ibuprofen

Elbow Injuries

You may have had that one stretch where you could
throw a ball from the outfield and hit the catcher on the fly.
Well, that was way back when President Bush was still
POTUS. No, not that President Bush, the first one…

Anyhow you might be in trouble because this is a tough
injury to hide from. Don’t be afraid to be part of a triple

cut-off when getting the ball back in from the outfield. The
coach might be upset but chances are he may be in the
middle of that relay throw as well.

Treatment Options

- Under 40 - Two elbow stretches on each arm

- Over 40 - Four Advil and 1.5 tubes of Icy Hot

Back Injuries

There is nothing worse than back pain but your team
needs you out there to hobble around - even with your
crummy lower back. The right way to fix it is with lots of
stretching but, if you don’t like to stretch, you could blame
it on an old football injury. This usually works on a Cru-
sade; however, your regional team will quickly point out

that you never played football and the only
time you saw the field on Friday nights was
when you were carrying around a tuba at
half time!

Treatment Options

Under 40 - Tape an Aspirin to it

Over 40 - Horse Tranquilizer

Indigestion, heartburn, upset stomach,
and symptoms to be named later...

Ok, ok, this isn’t a legit sports injury but this
one sometimes affects our missionary ath-
letes. A typical day may include a hotel

breakfast, a gas station lunch, and some pizza for dinner.
Unless you are one of the four guys in the ministry who
eats appropriately while away from home, you are going
to feel the effects at some point during the day.

Treatment Options

- Under 40 - One can of Sprite or 7up

- Over 40 - The recommended dose of Pepto Bismol plus
one Tums for each chicken wing you had the night be-
fore…followed by one can of Sprite or 7-UP!

Here’s to a big 2023 softball season for the ministry! May
the bus rides home be full of good stories from our visits,
fun time with teammates, and minimal visits to Urgent
Care!
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Crusade Results

See page 4
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Pen Pals Needed
You can fill a volunteer need right from the comfort of your home! 

Right now we have more than 100 men and women on our waiting
list - many of whom write to us just to remind us to keep them on
the list! Please do not make them wait any longer!

For more information, including the Pen Pal guidelines and 
expectations, please contact the Saints office at 609-845-3197 or 
office@saintsprisonministry.org

We have a new website!
After almost 20 years, our website was looking
dated and tired. In 2022, we determined to 
update it, which turned into a complete rebuild.
After many changes, corrections, and modifica-
tions…it’s HERE!
Please visit www.saintsprisonministry.org to
see our new look and new format. Check out
the stories on the Home page, review the op-
portunities to get involved, and let us know if
you have any comments on the new website.
Address comments to 
info@saintsprisonministry.org
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